34                                                     The Bhdgavata Dharma

Shinto religion has not less than hundred forms. Even the
Japanese Buddhism has got as many as 56 forms. Thus we
find that diversification is the biggest quality of Japan. We
must make due note of this particular fact when we proceed
to consider Shintoism.

Shintoism has two principal kinds :

(1)  State Shinto or National Shinto ; and

(2)  Sectarian Shinto or religious Shinto.

The State Shinto, as the very name implies, is that form of
Shinto which is recognized and patronised by the State. It
has 13 sects. In Japan religion was not considered apart
from state control and therefore till 1945 we find that state
Shinto was looked after by the bureau of shrines in the
department of human affairs.

The Sectarian Shinto, on the other hand, was looked after
by the bureau of religions in the department of education.
The difference between National Shinto and Sectarian Shinto
is that while the former gets its contribution from the state,
the latter depends upon the voluntary contributions of its
adherents and has a historical development at its back.
Though we find certain difference in minor principles and
practices of the different forms of Shinto, we find that they
accept certain common grounds by mutual conference e.g.
both believe in the immortality of the soul, guardianship of
the nation by the eternal ancestral spirits, the efficacy of
prayer and offering, the presence of Gods in shrines, com-
munity between the seen and the unseen world, a special
manifestation of sacredness in the person of the emperor and,
his biological connections in unbroken line of the ancestral
Gods and a divinely ordained National destiny etc.

It is the peculiarity of Japan that every school becomes th$
agency for the propagation of Shinto doctrine in Japan and
thus helps in its development directly or indirectly.

Shintoism is essentially an indigenous product of Japan.